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T & Exeparsonalpivacy #P) | 7 66 year old farmer from the Town of Lincoln in Kewaunee County
at Casco, W1 Twas born, raised, and have lived on this same country block of land my
whole life. T own and farm 279 acres of land using sustainable practices. As a single woman
I have spent my life raising and protecting my five children and now also two
grandchildren. It is a joviul and fulfilling job.

Life has changed for me. With continual water testing for a nunber of years now, 1 see our
water gquality steadily deteriorating and it has become a great concermn.

Tnn 2012 1 suffered and spent that vear fighting MRSA, a harmful bacterial infection. It was
life threatening and 1 fonght hard to save iy hand. T no longer have the use ofmy hand as I
once did. My son also had MRSA in 2012 and had the threat of losing an eye.

A monti ago my granddaughter fell on the farm and cut her hands and knees. In an
immediate response she van to the restroom to wash them off. T didn’t want to frighten her
sir | then suggested that we rinse it with nice clean bottled water. A 6 year old should not
have 1o worty about safe water to wash her cuts, hands or face. I had a very unsettling might
worrying about what 1 might have exposed my precious granddaughter to. You have to be
on guard all the time so she doesn’t drink the water, brush her teeth with the water or get &
wash cloth near her mouth. My grandchildren can't stay overnight anymore because you
can't bathe them in the fub.

Recently as T began to make dinger I realized I dida't have a full gallon of water left. i
couldn’t boil and rinse pasta and have any water left for morning coffee. Thad to make a
choice. You have to stop dinner, go 15 miles and use a gallon of gas to go to the nearest
store, and 15 minutes home and another galion of fuel. The water to make a meal of coftee
can get quite costly. Even buving water every time I go somewhere it is easy to run oul.
Canning got very expensive. Five gallons a day was not enough (o can vegetables.

We have pets that mean the world to us. My granddaughter’s pony is priceless to our farnly
and we could never replace him, Fis name is Stanley. Every morning and evening when |
do my farm chores and turn the hydrant on to water the animals, I am very troubled
thinking about what [ atn giving these animals to drink and that [ might be shortening
Stanley’s life with the water and shortening my granddaughter's enjoyment of her pony.
This isn't right. It's very wrong. It should not be happening w1 our country.

Our water 1s on our mind all the tme, If drinking it doesn’t kill us, the stress of having it on
our mind and worrying about it alf the time will. As a single farm woman I cannot afford
the cost of a new well,
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The USDA did virus testing on our water. They said they would expect to see these findings
in a third world country. My well tested negative for human viruses and positive for bovine
viruses with cow manure getting directly in my water supply. It has also shown salmonella.
Previous tests have shown e.coli and high in nitrates. I have had various groups test my
water and results are always very troubling. It is always for studies or grants and there is
never any help offered. We need someone to pay attention to our water problem. We need
help. No one should be allowed to do this to another human being. We cannot live without
safe water and air. 1 have never asked for help but I am asking now. I am asking whoever is
listening. Please look closely at what is going on around our area. It's frightening. It has
taken my ability to protect my children and grandchildren.

Many neighbors have gotten ill. Many with cancer. Many families have left. Please help
those of us who have chosen to stay where we have lived our life. Please help us before what
is happening to our water kills us.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
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